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History 4124.001: Risings, Revolts, and Rebels of 

the British Empire, 1900-1930 
University of North Texas, Spring 2020  

Tuesdays and Thursdays 3:30-4:50, LIFE A419 

 
Kate Imy, kate.imy@unt.edu, Office: Wooten Hall 266 

Office Hours: T/Th 2:00-3:00 or by appointment 
 

Description: This course focuses on the turbulent political movements and social and cultural 

upheavals in the British Empire before, during and after the First World War. Anti-colonial 

rebellions, working class activism, and campaigns for women’s rights accelerated and 

dramatically shaped the political landscape of the British Empire. At the same time, experiences 

of war gave a variety of imperial subjects—including British, West Indian, South Asian, 

Canadian, Australian, and Irish men and women—new exposure to people from France, 

Singapore, South Africa or Mesopotamia. Rapid wartime mobility brought diverse colonial 

subjects into contact with working class activists, anti-colonial revolutionaries, and militant 

women who had their own ideas about for what they were willing to fight. When they returned 

home, they found that the “peace” terms of 1919 made Britain the largest empire in world 

history, without offering many concessions to the men and women who made it possible.  

 

This course uses sources such as film, poetry, literature, advertising, wartime propaganda and 

memoirs to better understand the first three decades of the twentieth century. It asks students to 

think about how these representations of war have shaped contemporary understandings of the 

conflict while assessing the long-term impact of making and memorializing warfare. Risings, 

Revolts, and Rebels encourages students to think about the broad social, cultural, economic and 

political legacies of gender, war, activism, and empire in the modern world. 

 

 

 

 

In the unlikely event that a class session needs to be canceled on short notice, 

please check your e-mail and Canvas before each scheduled meeting. 

 

mailto:kate.imy@unt.edu
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Course Objectives 

    1. Strengthen critical thinking skills 

    2. Learn to interpret and comment thoughtfully on a variety of materials (text, film, images)  

    3. Improve writing by formulating clear and concise arguments supported by primary source

 evidence 

    4. Analyze and interrogate both official narratives and personal histories by considering how

 they influence, intersect with, or depart from one another 

 

Required Materials: 

There is no required textbook for this course. Required discussion readings listed on the syllabus 

will be posted on Canvas. Please bring all discussion materials to class on the assigned dates. 

These will be discussed in class. 

 

Also required: Frankenstein (film) 1931. Available on amazon instant video and other online 

venues. 

 

Recommended Books: 
V. Brittain, A Testament of Youth 

Hew Strachan, The First World War 

Maia Ramnath, Haj to Utopia 

Kate Imy, Faithful Fighters 

Radhika Singha, The Coolie’s Great War 

 

I have included links to relevant articles at the British Library, National Library of Ireland, 

Imperial War Museum, etc. whenever I think that these might enrich your understanding of 

topics discussed in class on that day. These are meant for your reference. If you use them in your 

research project (never for position papers), do so sparingly and with citations. 

 

Grading: 
Grades are assigned based on points that students accumulate throughout the semester. No 

individual assignment is mandatory but all points influence the grade total, including attendance 

(see page 8 under “Participation Points”). Individual assignments are worth the following: 

 

Position Papers 3 x 60 each = 180 

Participation Points = varies by student (c. 175 for daily on-time attendance) 

Paper Proposal = 60 

Midterm=300 

Research Project = 350 

Source Leader = 100 (2 x 50) 

Final Exam = 350 

Extra Credit opportunities may be available throughout the semester and will be announced in 

class. 

Estimated Points Available: 1515 

 

Final points total needed for course grades: 
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A: 1350 or higher 

B: 1200-1349 

C: 1050-1199 

D: 850-1049 

F: 849 or lower 

 

Students within one point may receive lenience for their final grade if they have demonstrated an 

upward trajectory. Otherwise, final scores and corresponding grades are non-negotiable and final. 

 

Grades for individual assignments will appear on Canvas for your reference. Participation grades 

will be added cumulatively on two occasions. One points total will be added to the grades 

midway through the semester, the second will be added after the last day of class. Individual 

participation grades will not be discussed via e-mail or in the classroom. 

 

Assignments 
All assignments are due as electronic copies to turnitin.com through Canvas at 3:15pm. Turn 

your paper in early to avoid technical difficulties. It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that 

the paper was submitted properly. Submitting a paper is not an excuse to be late for class. Late 

papers can be submitted through Canvas. Those received within 24 hours after the deadline 

will be subject to an automatic 10% grade deduction. An additional 5% will be deducted 

for each subsequent day of tardiness. If your internet fails then bring a printed hard copy to 

class and submit it to Turnitin/Canvas ASAP. Failure to do so will result in a 10% penalty. 

 

Wikipedia and online encyclopedias are not appropriate sources for any assignment in this 

course. 

 

Students may stop by during office hours or schedule appointments to discuss the results of 

individual assignments starting 24 hours after the assignment has been returned to 

students. Grades and assignment results will not be discussed prior to this time. No assignments 

will be accepted after the final exam has been administered. Final exam scores will appear on 

Canvas only after final course grades have been released. When in doubt: communicate. 

 

Position Papers & Debates:  Each position paper (up to one page single spaced, Times New 

Roman, 11-12 point font) asks students to write about a pre-assigned “position” about major 

debates relevant to British imperial history. This may mean defending a position with which you 

do not personally agree. You should write your paper as if you are making this argument 

yourself. This may, if you choose, include writing in the voice of an historical actor or primary 

source author. Thorough feedback will be provided on the first position paper. If students would 

like additional feedback on subsequent position papers they must request it via e-mail/Canvas at 

least 24 hours after grades have been assigned. 

 

For each position paper you should create a succinct argument based on the topic and position 

provided and support this argument with evidence from material discussed in class and assigned 
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sources for that week (only). Evidence may include short quotations and relevant names, dates, 

ideas, and events from the sources. Ideas should be organized into paragraphs. 

 

Any citation style is acceptable for position papers (footnotes/endnotes/in-text 

parenthetical) as long as you include at least the author’s last name and page number and 

remain consistent throughout. Bibliographies should not be included.  

 

 Papers are due online but many students find it useful to bring a hard or electronic copy to class 

on the day of the debate for their own reference. 

 

Position Paper/Debate Topics 

 Position Paper 1 (4 February): Anti-colonial activity can best be described as: 

• Treacherous attacks on legal governments  

• Good in principle but too extreme and violent in reality 

• Fights against violence and inequality that can be justifiable through any 

means 
 Position Paper 2 (26 March): British intervention in the Ottoman Empire represents: 

• A blatant attempt to expand the empire, betraying initial war aims  

• An opportunity to bring stability to the region  

• An important way to rebuild the empire and restore British masculinity 

 Position Paper 3 (14 April): Ireland after 1919 should: 

• Become a single, independent nation 

• Become two or more nations with some linkages to the UK 

• Reject nationalism altogether 

 

Debates: Position papers are meant to prepare students for group debates about the assigned 

topic. Each “side” will discuss their position and elect representatives to provide opening and 

closing statements in the debate. Students may not give opening or closing statements in back-to-

back debates. Whichever “side” presents the most well-supported, varied, and original arguments 

will win the debate and earn 5 extra credit points on the position paper.  

 

Source Leadership 

Students will be assigned roles as source leaders twice during the semester. When they are in the 

source leader group for the week, they are required to make contributions to the online 

discussion by 5:00pm the day before class (up to 40 points) and to be present for the discussion 

in class (10 points), for a total of 50 points each. Source leaders are not required to lead the 

discussion but should be prepared to make thoughtful contributions to the class. They may earn 

regular participation points with the rest of the class, in addition to the points earned for 

attending class as source leaders. Students who are not assigned discussion leaders may 

contribute to the online discussion after 5pm until 1 hour before class, with up to 10 points per 

contribution. The amount of time afforded to discussing materials in class will vary according to 

class needs.  

 

Source Leader Groups:  

Group A: Last name A-D; January 28 and February 25 
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Group B: Last name E-H; February 11 and February 27 

Group C: Last name I-S; February 13 and April 7 

Group D: Last name T-Z; February 20 and April 16 

 

All students should read all assigned sources to prepare for discussion. 

 

For up to forty points of the discussion leadership credit, discussion leaders should contribute at 

least two of the following to the online discussion by 5:00pm the day before discussion 

materials are due: 

• A quotation from one of the assigned sources and a brief explanation about why that 

quote represents the author’s central argument 

• A discussion question (not fact-based) about one or more assigned sources (for example: 

“Does Jones’ argument about farming take into account Smith’s argument about the 

effects of industrialization?”) 

• An answer/response to another student’s question or post  

o Posts that violate the “Respect and Professionalism” section of the syllabus will 

not receive credit 

• A critique of a primary source author(s)’ points 

• If there are two or more authors, a comparison and assessment of the authors’ central 

arguments 

 

Midterm (5 March): The exam is in-class and essay-based. It consists of identifications and 

essays based on quotations, terms, images, and prompts.  

 

Project/Paper Proposal (19 March): Students must prepare a draft proposal for their research 

essays or projects. These should identify the theme, topic, and reference at least two primary 

sources from online databases and archives that will be consulted for the project. Those 

participating in a group project should complete their own proposal, noting their group and 

discussing what their personal contribution to the project will be (including at least two sources 

they personally plan to use). The format for the proposal is open—students may choose to write 

an outline, a rough draft, a summary, or whatever is most useful. Being as specific and thorough 

as possible will be the most beneficial for getting early feedback on your project. Proposals 

should be submitted via Canvas/turnitin by 5:00pm.  

 

Final Paper/Project (23 April): Students may decide if they would like to work individually or 

in groups. Group projects may consist of 2-4 people. Full guidelines for each assignment type 

are or will be available on Canvas. 

 

Whether they choose to work individually or in a group, all projects must conform to the course 

guidelines for assignments, including: 

1) No unapproved online sources should be used – Wikipedia is not your friend! 

2) Secondary sources may be used for context if absolutely necessary but the main 

information and body of the project should be based on primary sources from the 

approved databases and archives.  
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3) If you find additional sources from online libraries, databases, or archives, make sure you 

get permission from me before using them! 

 

Options for individual assignments: paper or poster. Poster presenters must apply for the 

Scholars Day competition and present their posters at Scholars day (cash prizes available!) and 

have their posters displayed in class on April 28. If the poster is not selected for Scholars Day, 

the student should complete a paper or join a group project. (March 18, 2020: Application for 

posters, papers or fine arts performances are due; March 23, 2020: Students will be notified of 

acceptance for Scholars Day. Scholars Day is April 13). Scholars Day Information: 

https://honors.unt.edu/research/unt-scholars-day 

 

Group assignment: political magazine and presentation. Groups must select one group of rebels 

discussed in class and prepare a political magazine that represents that group’s perspective. The 

magazine should be at least 3 pages per group member, including the magazine cover (so six 

pages for a group of two, twelve pages for a group of four). The group will have their magazine 

on display on April 28 and will give a short (5-10 minute) presentation about their group’s key 

points and arguments. Students must also submit a document stating what their specific 

contributions were to the magazine or presentation. Individual grades will take into account the 

final group product and the individual contribution. Students may form their own groups or add 

their names to a google sheet that I will distribute to the class. 

 

Grading Rubric for All Assignments 

 

 Highest achievement (54+ position papers, 315+ research project): Follows instructions, 

makes a strong, clear central argument. Supports the argument with ample evidence including 

short quotations and paraphrased references from the sources. Organization is clear and all 

evidence supports the larger argument. 

 

 Good achievement (48-53 position papers, 280-314 research project): Includes some 

good observations and arguments. Makes good use of evidence from sources. Follows most of 

the general instructions. Organization of ideas could be strengthened or are not always consistent 

with the main idea.  
  

 Moderate achievement (42-47 position paper, 245-279 research project): Has either good 

ideas or some strong evidence. Organization is not always clear and instructions were not 

necessarily followed. Stronger argument or better use of evidence would elevate this to a good 

achievement. 

 

 Poor achievement (36-41 position paper, 210-244 research project): Does not have clear 

main ideas. Most likely does not make use of evidence from the sources. Organizational 

problems throughout and failure to follow general instructions.  

 

 Failing assignment (35 or lower position paper, 209 or lower research project): Fails to 

follow instructions. Includes neither a strong argument nor includes evidence from the sources. 

https://honors.unt.edu/research/unt-scholars-day
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Falls short of required length, makes use of unapproved materials, and/or does not cite sources 

(including evidence of plagiarism). 

 

Final Exam (May 5, 1:30-3:30pm): The final exam will be a combination of essays and 

identifications based on quotations, terms, images, and prompts.  

 

Participation Points: Daily attendance is required for success. Students receive points for each 

day that they attend class. Simply showing up to class on-time is a good way to earn points and 

to strengthen your grade. Failing to attend class regularly, or habitual tardiness, will mean that 

you miss out on easy points. Participation points will be added to the gradebook as a cumulative 

points total twice during the semester. Students with specific questions about their attendance or 

participation should stop by during office hours or set up an appointment. Individual 

participation points will not be discussed via e-mail or in class. 

 

Students with ODA accommodations related to absence/tardiness will receive separate 

accommodations to be discussed during a meeting or during office hours. 

 

Other absences (illness, family emergency, work conflict, etc.) can be excused and receive 

reduced, rather than zero, points if I receive an e-mail prior to class from you stating that you 

will not be present. In the case of an unexpected absence from class (medical emergency, car 

breakdown, etc.) when you cannot contact me in advance, you should e-mail me as soon as you 

can and submit appropriate documentation to be excused. Students can only receive reduced 

points for excused absences for a maximum of 4 class sessions (defined as no more than 2 

regular class sessions, 1 debate, and 1 discussion). All absences without prior notice, or after the 

acceptable number of excused absences, will result in zero points. 

 

Point distribution for attendance and participation: 

 

Regular class day  

On-time arrival and non-distracting presence for entire class: 3 points 

Partial attendance with late arrival, early departure, and/or distracting behavior: 1 point 

Productive participation and contribution about in-class materials or readings: 4-5 points 

Excused absence: 2 points—students may receive points for only two excused regular class days 

 

Debates (x5) 

On-time arrival and non-distracting presence for entire class: 15 points 

Partial attendance with late arrival, early departure, and/or distracting behavior: 5 points 

Productive participation and contribution, service as an opening or closing speaker: 20-25 points 

Excused absence: 8 points –students may have only one excused absence for a debate and must 

send discussion topics to me prior to class to receive credit. 

 

Class with Discussion or Review (x3) 

On-time arrival and non-distracting presence for entire class: 9 points 

Partial attendance with late arrival, early departure, and/or distracting behavior: 3 points 

Productive participation and contribution about in-class materials or readings: 12-15 points 

Excused absence: 5 points –students may have only one excused absence for a discussion/review 
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Volunteer Note-Takers: I will request students to volunteer as note-takers to assist students who 

have excused absences, ODA accommodations, or other needs for note-taking assistance. All 

note-takers will receive 5 points for volunteering. They will also earn 2 points for each day that I 

give their name to a student in need. Note-taker points will be added to the grade after the last 

day of class. Students who do not respond to requests from other students for note-taking 

assistance after volunteering will receive zero points. 

 

Optional Essay (30 April): A student may choose to write one “optional essay” (same format as 

a position paper) to replace the score of one position paper. This will replace a low score. If the 

optional essay score is lower than the original score, the original score will stand. The conditions 

of writing an optional essay are as follows: 

1) Those planning to complete an optional essay must come by during regular office 

hours or set up an appointment to discuss it at least one week prior to the due date (an 

informal chat after class does not count). At that time students will determine paper 

topics and sources in consultation with me. 

2) The optional essay should be written about one or more primary source(s) assigned 

on a day when there was no position paper.  

3) Students may complete only one optional essay per term.  

4) Students may not use an optional essay if they have failed to turn in a position paper 

or been late on two or more position papers.  

5) An optional essay must be submitted via canvas by 3:15pm on April 30th.  

6) Optional essays will not be accepted late. Submission will close promptly at 3:15pm. 

There are absolutely no exceptions to any of the above conditions. If students fail to adhere to 

these guidelines, the optional essay will not be graded. 

 

Academic Integrity Standards and Consequences. According to UNT Policy 06.003, 

Student Academic Integrity, academic dishonesty occurs when students engage in behaviors 

including, but not limited to cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, forgery, 

plagiarism, and sabotage. A finding of academic dishonesty may result in a range of academic 

penalties or sanctions ranging from admonition to expulsion from the University. 

 

In this course, all work must be original to each student and may not be completed in pairs or 

groups, unless otherwise specified. Doing so may warrant a zero grade for that assignment. 

Wikipedia, cliffs notes, sparks notes, blogs, and online encyclopedias are not appropriate sources 

and should not be consulted when completing any assignments. Doing so may warrant a zero 

grade. Evidence of unoriginal work will result in failing the assignment. All appropriate sources 

(primary and secondary) should be cited in footnotes. Typical university protocol on plagiarism, 

as stated on the UNT Academic Integrity website (http://facultysuccess.unt.edu/academic-

integrity ), will be enforced.  

 

Course materials may not be distributed or posted online without the express written consent of 

the instructor. All students who wish to use recording devices must sign a statement agreeing 

not to post, distribute, or circulate any part of the lectures. A failure to do so constitutes a 

http://facultysuccess.unt.edu/academic-integrity
http://facultysuccess.unt.edu/academic-integrity
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theft of intellectual property and may warrant dismissal from the course, an “F” grade, and 

appropriate UNT disciplinary action. 

Respect and Professional Conduct 

Students are expected to treat one another, the course, and professor with the respect of a 

workplace. On time arrival, staying on topic, and avoiding distracting behaviors helps to 

maintain a stable working environment for your classmates. Bullying or aggressive behavior will 

not be tolerated. Please silence all electronic devices and avoid non-academic discussions during 

class time. Students may not use cell phones in class.  

 

Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students’ 

opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional 

forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the 

classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether 

the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The Code of Student Conduct can be 

found at www.deanofstudents.unt.edu 

 

Sexual Discrimination, Harassment, & Assault 

UNT is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of discrimination and sexual 

harassment, including sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. If you (or 

someone you know) has experienced or experiences any of these acts of aggression, please know 

that you are not alone. The federal Title IX law makes it clear that violence and harassment based 

on sex and gender are Civil Rights offenses. UNT has staff members trained to support you in 

navigating campus life, accessing health and counseling services, providing academic and 

housing accommodations, helping with legal protective orders, and more. 

 

UNT’s Dean of Students’ website offers a range of on-campus and off-campus resources to help 

support survivors, depending on their unique needs: http://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources_0 

 

Tutoring and Study Sessions 

For tips about strengthening your study skills, writing ability, and time management, or for 

coordinating study sessions and meeting tutors, please feel free to contact UNT’s learning center. 

https://learningcenter.unt.edu/ 

 

ADA Accommodation Statement. UNT makes reasonable academic accommodation for 

students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of 

Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will 

provide a student with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private 

discussion regarding one’s specific course needs. Students may request accommodations at any 

time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the 

semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of 

accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to 

implementation in each class. For additional information see the ODA website at 

disability.unt.edu. 

 

http://www.deanofstudents.unt.edu/
http://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources_0
https://learningcenter.unt.edu/
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If you are receiving accommodations from the ODA please make an appointment to meet with 

me, preferably within the first two weeks of the semester, so that we can ensure that all 

accommodations can and will be met appropriately in the course.  

 

Emergency Notification & Procedures. UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly 

notify students with critical information in the event of an emergency (i.e., severe weather, 

campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence). 

In the event of a university closure, please refer to Canvas for contingency plans for covering 

course materials. 

 

Course Schedule 

 
 

Subject Required Discussion Materials Assignments Due

Recommended Online 

Readings

WEEK 1: Empire

14-Jan Introduction: An Imperial World

16-Jan Imperialism at Home and Abroad

WEEK 2: Angry Women and Men

21-Jan No Class

23-Jan Working Class Activism https://www.nli.ie/lockout/

WEEK 3: Imperial Belonging

28-Jan Women on the Verge *

Emmeline Pankhurst, "My Story"; Selections from Vera Brittain, 

A Testament of Youth Group A

https://www.bl.uk/votes-for-

women

30-Jan Anti-Colonial Movements

WEEK 4: Beginning a Global War

4-Feb Debate: Anti-Colonialism ** Documents on Anti-colonialism Position Paper 1

6-Feb War of Empire

https://www.iwm.org.uk/hist

ory/how-the-world-went-to-

war-in-1914

WEEK 5: War and Trauma

11-Feb Volunteers, Refugees, Martyrs *

1. Excerpt from Vera Brittain, A Testament of Youth. 2. Poems 

by Rupert Brooke. Group B

13-Feb The Trenches and Beyond *

1. Selections from Helen Zenna Smith, Not So Quiet ...  2. 

Excerpts of Diary by David Fraser Group C

https://www.iwm.org.uk/lea

rning/resources/living-in-the-

trenches

WEEK 6: Soldier-Rebels

18-Feb In-Class activity: War Poetry*

20-Feb Hindustani Ghadar *

1. Excerpts from David Omissi, Indian Voices of the Great War 

2. Two documents by the Ghadar party Group D

Maia Ramnath, Haj to 

Utopia .
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Subject Required Discussion Materials Assignments Due

Recommended Online 

Readings

WEEK 7: Resisting War

25-Feb Easter Rising * 1. Henry Massingham on 1916 2. Proclamation of 1916 Group A

https://www.nli.ie/1916/exhi

bition/en/

27-Feb

Cowards or Heroes? Pacifism and 

the War Documents, Images and Posters on Pacifism Group B

https://www.bl.uk/world-

war-one/articles/pacifism

WEEK 8: Midterm

3-Mar Midterm Review

5-Mar Midterm Midterm

WEEK 9: Contested Service

17-Mar

From Conscription to Coercion: 

Soldiers from East Africa to 

Jamaica

https://www.bl.uk/world-

war-one/themes/race-

empire-and-colonial-troops

19-Mar No class No class—Work on Paper Proposals Paper Proposals Due at 5:00

WEEK 10: Britain and Islam

24-Mar Hajj and Rebellion

26-Mar

Debate: Rebels or Colonizers?  

Soldiers in the Middle East*

1. Selections from T.E. Lawrence, Seven Pillars of Wisdom and 

27 articles  2. The Proclamation of Baghdad  3. The Balfour 

Declaration and 4. Anglo-French Joint Statement of Aims in Position Paper 2 

WEEK 11: Redefining Peace

31-Mar Muddled War, Hurried Peace

http://history.sandiego.edu/

gen/text/versaillestreaty/ver

contents.html

2-Apr

1919 Paris Peace Conference and 

Consequences

WEEK 12: War and Rebellion 

Revisited

7-Apr "Peace" in the Empire* Selected documents on India and the Third Anglo-Afghan War Group C

9-Apr Rebellion in Egypt and Ireland

WEEK 13: Broken Dreams

14-Apr

Debate: Irish Independence and 

Civil War ** Irish Civil War Documents Position Paper 3

https://www.museum.ie/Dec

orative-Arts-

History/Exhibitions/Current-

Exhibitions/Soldiers-Chiefs-

16-Apr

Remembering the Dead, Forgetting 

the Living *

1.Selection from Vera Brittain, "Testament of Youth",          2. 

Wilfred Owen, Disabled

Group D; Final approval for 

projects and sources

WEEK 14: Ghosts and Monsters

21-Apr Monsters and Men * Discussion: Frankenstein (film)

23-Apr

Legacies and Consequences of War 

and Peace Papers/Projects Due

WEEK 15: Review and Reflect

28-Apr Final Presentations Final Presentations

30-Apr Review Review Optional Essays Due

5-May 1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. Final Exam 1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. Final Exam


